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ABOUT FRAMING MESSAGES – READ ON! 
Robert Reich, Secretary of Labor in the Clinton ad-
ministration, in the NY Times, January 29, 2004 urges 
Democrats to unify and form a “movement” with 
frames of reference to be used repeatedly in policy 
debates. He cites some of the powerful ones used by 
the Republicans: “it’s your money, tax and spend, and 
class warfare.” I would add “no new taxes”. 
   Bush has given us a unify-
ing frame of reference, “Show 
Bush the Door in 2004”. I 
postulate that Bush has done 
more to unify the Democrats 
than any of our presidential 
candidates. We expect De-
mocrats will rally around the 
candidate who is nominated 
and show Bush the door. 
   However, we need other 
frames of reference which ex-
press the content and philoso-
phy of the party. For example, 
the Jackson County Democ-
rats have adopted “We’re on 
your side”. The phrase sug-
gests we would be sympa-
thetic in the case of Kari Rhein who faces deportation 
because of a crime (growing six marijuana plants for 
personal use.) she committed in 1993  and for which 
she carried out the judge’s sentence. The deportation 
action resulted from rules interpreting a law passed in 
1996! Les AuCoin commented on the case in his radio 
column on January 28. Governor Kulongoski has said 
he would consider a pardon if asked. You go Les and 
Ted! 
   February promises to be an exciting month. Super 
Tuesday, February 3rd, will provide information on 

two important issues. Will Measure 30 be approved? 
How will the five leading presidential candidates fare? 
Will Kerry continue to be the leader even in the 
South? Will Dean have to drop out for funding rea-
sons (Where did all that money go?)? Will Lieberman 
not get the votes he needs? Will Clark and Edwards 
show their Southern strength? (It must keep the Bush-

supporting columnists busy 
cranking out tripe dissing the 
candidate de jour.) 
   Then on February 12 the 
Jackson County Commis-
sioners will choose a Repub-
lican to fill the vacancy re-
sulting from Senator Lenn 
Hannon’s resignation. You 
may recall that Jerry Barnes, 
Sal Esquivel, Ric Holt, and 
Jim Wright have been recom-
mended for consideration by 
the Commissioners. How 
will the Commissioners 
vote? Will the vote be unani-
mous or split along party 
lines or some other dimen-

sion? Will the person selected file for the Primary? 
Assuming there is a Democratic candidate, who 
among  the Republicans can we more easily defeat? 
   Will any of the persons rumored to be considering 
running for Hannon’s seat file for candidacy in the 
Primary? What announcements and filings might oc-
cur in February? The deadline for filing is March 9. 
We will have to wait until March to know who will 
appear on the May Primary ballot. 
   When will the DEQ announce its decision on air 
quality in the Valley?  I can hardly wait! ▲ 
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FEBRUARY JCDCC MEETING 
 Thursday, February 12, 2004 

    JJ North’s Restaurant 
1016 N. Riverside Dr. Medford 

6:00 Dinner $9.30* 
   7:00 Meeting 

Secretary of  State BILL BRADBURY 
will join us. Come  hear him and help 
plan how to organize and fund our 
election year G.O.T.V. activities. 
 

JCDCC Fundraising Committee Chair Tonya Gra-
ham will report on an in-depth fundraising plan pre-
pared for this JCDCC meeting and will be asking for  
volunteers to help. Therefore the Committee re-
quests that the topic of opening an office early in the 
spring be included on the next JCDCC meeting 
agenda.  We will have detailed budget figures avail-
able at that time.           
   There is considerable enthusiasm within the com-
mittee for opening the office as early as March and 
members are working up a budget so we can see 
what that would look like. All the work of the general 
county committee is cumbersome because we do not 
have a central office yet. From a fundraising per-
spective, renting a building and wiring it for a phone 
bank this spring would be a big help. It would also be 
very helpful for the Publicity Committee as it would 
create a physical presence in the Rogue Valley early 
in the election cycle. 
   An important consideration is the staffing of such 
an office. That will take not only a coordinator, but 
many loyal volunteers. 
*note: THE JCDemocrats must guarantee 20 dinners 
at $9.30 to use this meeting room.  When paying for a 
meal we should tell the cashier that we are with the 
JCDems. We may take our dinners to the meeting 
room for socializing. Let’s see how we like this ar-
rangement. The Executive Committee will pay the tab 
if fewer than 20 take a meal this one time. Several of 
us are planning to arrive at 6 to enjoy some socializ-
ing before the program. Join us. ▲ 

A REFORM IN NAME ONLY 
 

   On Wall Street it’d be called insider trading. In the Con-
gress it might as well be named Wally World, after the 
CEO of Diebold, Inc, an ATM maker which has moved 
into the electronic voting industry. Diebold is one of three 
companies in the touch-screen voting business, all with 
egregious ties to legislators and the Bush Administration.  
These machines, authorized by the Help America Vote 
Act (HAVA), allow voters to cast ballots which leave no 
paper trail.  Sweet deal, huh?  
   Luckily, here in Oregon our mail-in ballots - which have 
gained no traction in the rest of the country – do leave a 
record of how we voted. This makes us one of the few 
states in the union which can count on the accuracy of its 
vote count. 
   Rep. Rush Holt, Democrat from New Jersey, has intro-
duced HR 2239 calling for each voting machine to pro-
duce a paper record that the voter verifies. The bill re-
quires that such verified voting be ready in time for the 
2004 election, and that the districts that can’t meet the 
deadline use paper ballots instead.  Is it any surprise that 
not a single Republican has signed on to this obviously 
timely bill? The technology already exists to provide voter-
verifiable audit trails, but the Rs are spending $200,000 to 
fund a congressional lobbying campaign to refute any and 
all who question electronic voting.  
    Martin Luther King III and Greg Palast have launched 
an on-line petition drive to deluge Congress with demands 
for a paper trail. Sign up at this site and ZAP this onward: 
www.workingforchange.com/activism/petition.cfm?itemid=14993               
        Beverly Harris is the author of “Black Box Voting”  
(www.blackboxvoting.com) and David Dill is the professor of 
computer science at Stanford University who rallied hun-
dreds of fellow scientists to this issue. They have put out 
educational material and action alerts. 
                                                             Nan Trout, editor      

     PRECINCT CAPTAINS MEET 

     3RD Thursday, February 19th  

           6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

       @ the Manor Club Room 
              - take the elevator to the lower level - 
  
 On the agenda is a discussion of how much funding to 
request from the general fund for precinct canvasses and 
other precinct activities.  

February Precinct Training 
    Tuesday, February 10th, 7:00  
                         or 

    Saturday, February 21, 10:00  
      Both at Jan Waitt's home  

 

Drop-in's are welcome, but it’d be nice to call 
ahead (482-8249) so there will be enough 
chairs and materials… Thanks, Jan. 
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 JCDCC PLATFORM CONVENTION: SESSION II 
Saturday, February 14, 2004 

OEA offices: 2495 So. Pacific Hwy 
10:00 am to Noon 

The first session of the Jackson Co. Democratic Platform Convention revised policy statements on 
almost all issues currently in the Oregon Platform. This second session will address the inclusion of 
an additional policy statement (see below) and will continue to formulate the legislative agenda to 
complete our contribution to the grass-roots creation of the 2004-6 Democratic Platform.  
 

We will also be choosing delegates to the Oregon Platform Convention, which is scheduled after the 
May 18 Oregon Primary.  Every Democrat is welcome to participate. 

 

 PROPOSED PLATFORM ON FISCAL AND ECONOMIC POLICY 
We urge an immediate, searching debate within the Democratic Party about how to protect our economy and 
the stability of our currency in response to the escalating budget and trade deficits the country is facing, fol-
lowed by effective action to address the issue. Our domestic and international debt impacts our ability to meet 
the obligations we have to our people. International trade and a stable, strong currency are necessary to our 
economic development.  However, the unrestricted flow of money and labor, made possible by technology 
and low foreign worker costs, is undermining the social fabric and economic strength of our country.  
           Submitted by Nan Trout 

EDUCATION: no change 
RIGHTS OF WORKERS: We support the rights of 
workers to hold jobs that provide essential benefits and 
living wages, to organize, to bargain collectively, and to 
strike if necessary, without the threat of replacement work-
ers.  We oppose initiatives and legislation that erodes the 
worker’s rights and benefits.  We support the rights of 
workers to earn “time and a half” for overtime pay as pro-
vided in the Fair Labor Standards Act in 1938.  
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY:   We expect to add poli-
cies that encourage environmentally responsible busi-
nesses to locate in Oregon. 
HEALTH CARE: no change 
FAMILY AND COMMUNITY:   Government has the 
obligation to render aid and assistance to families who 
cannot provide for themselves.  All programs serving their 
ends must be designed to maximize individual dignity and 
independence, while encouraging initiative and a strong 
work ethic.  We support the continuation of Social Secu-
rity Insurance in its present form and oppose its privatiza-
tion.  We endorse a broad and diverse definition of 
“family.” 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND JUSTICE: We must preserve 
and protect our civil liberties and freedoms as provided in 
our Constitution and Bill of Rights and the rule of law. We 
oppose encroachment upon civil liberties in the pursuit of 
security against terrorism. We must insist on due process 
for any and all citizens or non-citizens by our government.  
We support strong enforcement of laws against discrimi-
nation of any group and respect for Native American 
Treaty Rights.  We support preservation and protection of 

state and local abilities to govern on non-federal issues, 
such as Death with Dignity Act. 
PUBLIC SAFETY: no change 
ELECTION LAWS:   We deem that free and honest 
elections, wherein all qualified citizens have the right to 
vote and to have their votes counted, are essential to de-
mocracy.  We furthermore demand that votes cast are pre-
served for audit and verification. 
Our society must insure that elective office is available to 
all worthy candidates, regardless of personal wealth and 
the wealth of their associates.  We therefore support cam-
paign finance reform to preserve and encourage this ac-
cess. 
We believe in fair representation and rewarding participa-
tion in democracy.  Therefore we oppose the existing 
“double-majority” standard, encourage reform or the abo-
lition of the Electoral College, endorse D.C. statehood, 
and support exploration of instant run-off voting and pro-
portional representation. 
TAX POLICY:  We support making Oregon’s tax system 
more balanced and progressive by tax reforms that readjust 
the income tax rates and widen income tax brackets.  We 
believe all Corporations should pay their fair share of the 
taxes.  We believe that Oregon’s mix of taxes should pro-
vide adequate revenue to fund the State’s commitment to 
quality education and to essential support services. 
TRANSPORTATION:  We advocate a comprehensive, 
environmentally sound transportation plan that includes 
rail, light rail, air, road, alternative and affordable mass 
transportation in Oregon and the United States. We sup-
port innovative and aggressive public education about the 

JCDCC Platform 2004 
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 financial and health benefits of walking, bicycling, driving 
alternative fuel and fuel efficient vehicles, and using mass 
transportation. 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES: 
The future of Oregon and of its citizens depends on the 
health and sustainability of our environment and natural 
resources. We support policies that will reduce negative 
effects that humans and livestock have on the environ-
ment. We strongly support policies and laws that will re-
duce global warming. We support enacting and enforcing 
laws and policies favoring clean air, clean water, waste 
management, recycling, and preservation of our wilderness 
areas and their wildlife. We support enacting and enforc-
ing laws for responsible land use. We support policies that 
will help reduce wasteful and excessive consumption of 
our resources.   

We support educational policies that promote a better un-
derstanding of the benefits of improving the environment. 
FOREIGN POLICY:  We demand a foreign policy that 
is based on human rights and adherence to International 
Law.  The implementation of nation security policy should 
make balanced use of economic, social, environmental, 
and military resources.  The policy must reject the current 
U.S. doctrine of unilateral, pre-emptive war by adhering to 
the standard of “an imminent threat” as defined by the 
U.N. Charter.  The U.S. can lead the world based on  prin-
ciples of the international cooperation, economic, and so-
cial justice.  We call for the U.S. to commit at least 2% of 
our GDP to the development of Third World Countries.  
We support trade policy that is environmentally sensitive 
and protects labor rights. ▲ 

 NATIONAL CAMPAIGNS 
Candidates with Local Support Groups 

 
 

HOWARD DEAN www.deanforamerica.com 
   Marcia Chaiken, MarciaChaiken@aol.com  
   John Doty at jd4@charter.net 
 

 JOHN KERRY www.johnkerry.com 
   Rick Holt, rholt@sou.edu 
   Lorna Forbes, lordoone@mind.net 
   Nan Trout, nantrout@mind.net  
 

 DENNIS KUCINICH www.kucinich.us 
   Jill Iles, Jilliles@mind.net  
   Keith Quick, dkquick@msn.com 
 

 General WESLEY CLARK (RET.)   
   www.clarko4.com  
   Bruce Borgerson wave@mind.net     
   Leon & Mary Guild lmguild@charter.net  
 
  

 Other Contenders in the Race 
 

JOHN EDWARDS  
    www.johnedwards2004.com 
 

 JOE LIEBERMAN 
   www.joe2004.com 
 

AL SHARPTON 
   www.sharptonexplore2004.com 

AIR QUALITY – UPDATE  
 

The deadline for comments to the DEQ about their pro-
posed relaxation of pollution standards here in the Rogue 
Valley was 5:00 PM January 30.  Thanks to all of you who 
took the time to e-mail and write the DEQ in Portland or to 
attend one of the two public hearings here in Medford and 
make a taped record of your comments there. 
 

The DEQ will review all those comments and make them 
available (even transcripts of the tapes) as a public record. 
We don¹t know how many they received, but it certainly 
should number in the hundreds.  Additionally, a few mem-
bers of the Citizens for Clean Industry in the Rogue Valley 
spent some days collecting signatures on petition forms. 
Although the petitions probably cannot have any legal 
status, they carry the names and addresses of over 2,000 
area residents and were duly sent  to DEQ as comments 
opposed to the proposal.   
 
The JCDCC Executive Committee passed a resolution to 
oppose the proposal.  Bill Layton e-mailed it to the DEQ. 
The City Councils of Ashland, Central Point and Talent 
passed resolutions to oppose. Jacksonville was getting 
close.  Medford, typically, decided they needed more time 
to study the matter. Our Commissioners Gilmour and 
Kupillas voted to oppose - while Jack “Smokestack” 
Walker voted to trade any amount of health protection for 
whatever pie-in-the-sky jobs industry might promise.  What 
else is new? 
 

Sometime this spring or early summer, the DEQ will actu-
ally make a formal recommendation to the Environmental 
Quality Commission (EQC).  At that time it might be possi-
ble for organized groups to make an appeal to the EQC 
demonstrating opposition to increasing pollution levels - 
but most often the EQC simply takes the recommendation 
of the DEQ and passes it on to the EPA.    Leon Guild  ▲ 
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 State of the Union, 2004 

Assets 
• Our nation has abundant monetary wealth. We have 
the fiscal means to do a lot of good, helpful things to im-
prove the world. 
• While we have sufficient but not abundant material 
resources to provide for our needs, we do not have an ex-
cess and must vigorously improve our basic efficiencies 
and avoid waste of all kinds. 
• We are blessed with an excellent governing constitu-
tion, created by our forefathers, which provides the guide-
lines for moderating and controlling our actions. 
• Taken as a whole we have an ambitious, hardworking 
and intelligent citizenry capable of maintaining the state of 
our well-being and fulfilling our obligations to the world 
in which we live. 
• And finally, we have an accumulation of knowledge 

and intelligence that is the best in the world. 
 

Liabilities 
• Because of our past successes, we have created an at-
mosphere of high, and probably unrealistic, expectations. 
• Recent budget deficits have become an unacceptable 
liability. Recent tax reduction will have the effect of bene-
fiting the wealthy at the expense of our children, grand-
children and great-grandchildren. 
• In general, in spite of our well-being we often suc-
cumb to the greed of wanting more and more. 

• We have a tendency to be overconfident and easily 
persuaded that we can do no wrong. One wrong we have 
not avoided was the pre-emptive imposition of our will on 
other nations. We should only come to the aid of  nations 
who have been attacked by another nation or only with the 
full backing and support of the United Nations. 
• We have pushed marketing techniques to a level 
where we have created “virtual” demand instead of realis-
tic demand resulting in oversupply and waste. 
• We have succumbed to a lifestyle and pace of life that 
concentrates on short-range goals and ignores long-range 
goals. 
•  We are trending to a culture that accepts anger, vio-

lence and vulgarity as the norm instead of undesirable 
traits. 

• We have allowed  “creative accounting” to replace 
clear and meaningful accounting of transactions and busi-
ness deals. 
• We have neglected much of our infra-structure re-
quired to provide security, safety, prevent crime and pro-
vide accountability. 
• We have a populace which has a greater problem with 
obesity than with malnutrition. 
• We have a serious problem with the way our election 
campaigns are financed and seem unable to find a solution 
for the problem.                          (Continued on next page) 

Gene Schoder, recently elected precinct committee person from the Rogue Valley Manor, offers this view of 
the state  of our nation in contrast to the one offered by President Bush on January 20, 2004.  This State of 
the Union ‘Address’ is presented in the customary accounting format of examining assets and liabilities. 
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DO WE DARE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE? 
 
We hear a lot about the religious attitudes of the Right Wing these days. Carol Voisin offers her opinion 
about how Democrats might think religiously. Connect to Carol at cjvoisin@yahoo.com 
 
The Democratic Party is being soundly criticized by the likes of Michael Moore, James Carville, even Molly 
Ivins.  They are right too. Have those of us who call ourselves “Democrats” or who call ourselves “liberal” lost 
our way and hence our courage to be?  
    Martin Luther King, Jr. found his way and inspiration not only from the Hebrew Scriptures and the Christian 
New Testament but also from a Hindu, Mahatma Gandhi.  Meeting evil and raw violence with love and non-
violence was courageous and victorious. Even though we can find a radical agenda for change in Scripture, 
let’s turn to a Hindu, like King did.  
   Mahatma Gandhi in his later years identified seven social sins of society. Read “sin”as “missing the mark”.  
Social not personal sin provides some clarification for liberal values and the Democratic Party.   
   Leave personal sin to institutional religion to debate when life begins and when it should end and what de-
fines marriage and what constitutes a family.  
   Our agenda is to go beyond the Republican Party, the conservative right, and corporate America.. Let’s look 
at Gandhi’s seven social sins for our agenda and see how these reveal the basis for a public policy that focuses 
on a remedial “way to make the human condition better”.  
  Sin           Education without character 
  Remedy Stop teaching for “testing” 

  Start teaching for “meaning” 
  Sin           Science without humanity 

 Remedy Stop using technology to destroy life 
   Start creating technology that enhances the global community 
 Sin  Politics without principles 
 Remedy Stop “spinning” 
   Start “truth telling” 
 Sin  Commerce without morality 
 Remedy Stop the greed and elitism at the expense of others 
   Start with compassion and egalitarianism 
 Sin  Work without wealth 
 Remedy Stop the “minimum wage” 
   Start the “living wage” 
 Sin  Pleasure without conscience 
 Remedy Stop the abuse of human beings and nature 
   Start restoring dignity to human beings and wilderness to nature   

• As a nation we have the highest per capita consumption of resources in the world. Much of this consumption is 
wasteful, thoughtless and unnecessary. 
• We face an unhealthy concentration of power and wealth in the hands of a few at the expense of the majority of citi-
zens. 
Summary 
Our nation is strong, in fact the strongest in the world, but we have several festering cancers, which if neglected could 
lead to a weakening of our nation. We must address our liabilities and seek improved values and civility. We must aim to 
be a more caring and sharing citizen state in the world of which we are a part. We must partner with other nations whose 
intentions are to fight terrorism, poverty, disease, ignorance and greed. We must promote systems of government which 
concurrently promote freedom, independence, initiative and sharing, as well as prevent excess concentration of power 
and wealth. ▲ 
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Virginia Lemon has been reading Michael Moore …here is her review of his new book 
“Dude, Where’s My Country?” 

 

 

Moore has some excellent advice for De-
mocratic workers: 
  Do something for ten minutes each day: 
talk to someone about ways Bush is bad for 
the country; join a political campaign; put 
up a bumper sticker, a poster; buy and give 
books.  Give up four Saturdays in October 
to do election work. Travel to a swing dis-
trict and work on Election Day; take a non-
voter to lunch; put together a raffle with 
tickets handed out to each voter.   
“Put this book down.  
  Pick up the phone.   
 Walk out the door and make a difference.” 
   
This is a book to read, people. ▲ 

Michael Moore’s latest book is a fierce condemnation 
of what George W. Bush has done to plunge us into 
the Iraq war and to keep us in a state of mass psycho-
sis and unquestioning acceptance of his rule since 
September 11th.  “Irrational fear…allows us to willing 
give up the civil liberties we have enjoyed for more 
than 200 years simply because our ‘leader’ tell us 
there is a ‘terrorist threat’.  He is convinced, more-
over, that our government is obsessed with a feverish 
desire to “rule the world, first by controlling us and 
then…getting us to support their efforts to dominate 
the rest of the planet.” 
    Moore sees us as in a war without end. He views 
the American people as mugged by a lawless gang of 
CEOs.  For the first half of his book he describes what 
is happening to us, in stark and horrifying terms. 
    And then he leads us into hope, with strong state-
ments of what our people believe in. America, he 

avers, has not gone conservative. By large numbers 
Americans believe in civil rights, a woman’s right to 
choose, protection of the environment, gun control, 
health care for all, equal opportunity. But conserva-
tives, he says, are the real leaders; they are comfort-
ing. Liberals follow – and they are not much fun. 
   Moore then offers chapters on what we liberals must 
do.  Every political argument made to conservatives 
must be about them and for them.  Every argument 
must begin with making them more money.  We must 
respect them and admit that we  have not always been 
right. 
    As we move into the election year, he advocates a 
Democratic/Green Party alliance.  Since we haven’t 
brought forth an obvious winner for the presidency 
(e.g. Oprah Winfrey, Caroline Kennedy, Martin 
Sheen, Paul Newman), he focuses his hopes on Gen. 
Wesley Clark. 

 Sin  Worship without sacrifice 
 Remedy Stop kneeling before the gods who offer comfort and the status quo 
                                    Start relating to a God who requires discomfort and change 

We Democrats and liberals can set a new agenda which can take the advantage away from the Republicans, the 
conservative right and corporate America.  Our vision, our commitments need to be to values that better the 
human condition.  These social sins can help us to identify those values.  We need no longer let the interests of 
corporations, or conservative ideologues, or the values related to personal sin determine public policy.  
   The question is. “Do we have the courage to face the larger issues, the deeper issues, the real issues that are 
raised by Gandhi’s social sins?  To face them we will have to change life, as we know it. Do we dare to make a 
difference? ▲ 


