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On December 21st we all received an alert from Chuck that the 
DNC is interested in our input about where the party should be 
headed. That message included a survey created to identify our 
views and have them forwarded in a timely fashion. The Execu-
tive Committee will be meeting on January 6th to review all the 
surveys submitted by Central committee members, and will for-
mulate a resolution based on your feedback to send our delega-
tion to the Democratic Na-
tional Committee. That reso-
lution will be discussed and 
voted on at the January 13th 
JCDCC Meeting, so mark 
you calendars! Note that our 
regular meeting has been 
rescheduled to the 2nd Thurs-
day this month to make cer-
tain our views are relayed to 
the Oregon delegation in 
time. A copy of the survey 
questions are reprinted on 
page two along with a pro-
gress report by Kurt Staicoff 
on who the candidates are for 
National Committee Chair.     

At the State Level:  
Freshman Senator Alan 
Bates was appointed to a Democratic leadership position in Sa-
lem because of his record as an exemplary representative in the 
house. When the 73rd Legislative Assembly convenes it will be 
the first Oregon Legislature to open it’s caucus meetings to the 
press - at least the Democrats will.  Senate Democrats, now in the 
majority, are committed to transparency in government and theirs 
is the only caucus ever to opt for open meetings. Now it is up to 
the reporters covering our lawmakers to do their part and write 
substantive reports of the proceedings. 
    Our other Freshman, Representative Peter Buckley, also has 
been “having a blast”, as he so enthusiastically put it in a letter to 
his supporters. He’s already hard at work, having put many hours 
in the car between Salem and home. “My new colleagues in the 
House Democratic Caucus are bright, passionate and ready to 
go,” wrote Peter. “I have started the process of developing bills 

on campaign finance reform, education funding, support for the 
Oregon National Guard members and their families. I will defi-
nitely keep you posted on all the work as it evolves.” 
   The Publications Committee ‘resolves’ to do our part by keep-
ing in touch with our legislators and sharing regular updates 
about what’s on their legislative plates - and speaking of plates - 
 

A fine holiday party:  
Democrats filled every corner 
of the gracious home of Milt 
and Pam Goldman in Jackson-
ville on December 18th  to 
share holiday greetings and 
good cheer, to chat, and catch 
up with each other. Milt pre-
pared the succulent ham and 
delicious turkey while guests 
brought the most amazing 
array of salads, homemade 
side dishes and at least a 
dozen incredible desserts.  
Most of the dishes were pre-
pared by people who know 
what magic to do in a kitchen, 
while some were bought with 
a care reflecting their regard 
for hosts and fellow guests. A 

democratic mix of drinks were provided by the JCDCC. On be-
half of the incoming board, Chuck Keil presented outgoing 
Chair Bill Layton with a framed photograph of Bill on the 
podium with Senator John Kerry at Medford’s unprece-
dented rally last summer. Bill oversaw remarkable growth in 
Democrat ranks during his tenure, and his foresight established 
Democratic Headquarters on Main Street in Medford which 
housed the presidential campaign and made growth of the 
“Medford Machine” that much more possible.  Both outgoing and 
incoming officers were recognized and applauded as well, and 
Chuck presented certificates of appreciation to beloved party stal-
warts Jean Maack and Milt Goldman for their many years of do-
ing what needed to be done for the Democratic Party in Jackson 
County. ▲ 
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 JANUARY MEETINGS     

      Executive Committee Meets 
        Thursday, January 6, 2005 
   OEA Offices, 2495 S. Pacific Hwy 
                           6:30 pm  

 DNC SURVEY QUESTIONS:  These ques-  
tions are yours to answer.  You will need to 
send your comments to Chuck by January 4th 
if you want them to be considered for the 
resolution, but use them also to focus on the 
discussion on January 13th.  
  
1.  SHOULD THE TONE OF THE DEMOC-
RATIC PARTY REMAIN THE SAME, MOVE 
TO THE CENTER, MOVE TO THE LEFT?  IN 
ONE OR TWO SENTENCES, DEFEND YOUR 
CHOICE. 
 
2.  DID YOU JOIN THE DNC?   DID YOU 
DONATE TO THE DNC FOR OUT-OF-STATE 
RACES?  
 
 3.  DID YOU OBSERVE ANY INDICATION 
THAT FUNDING WAS RETURNED TO ORE-
GON?  TO JACKSON COUNTY?   
 
 4.  DID YOU OBSERVE ANY INDICATION, 
EXCEPT FOR THE KERRY CAMPAIGN, THAT 
THE DNC PROVIDED CAMPAIGN OR OR-
GANIZATIONAL HELP TO OTHER NA-
TIONAL CANDIDATES?  
 
 5.  SHOULD THE DNC RAISE FUNDS HERE 
WITHOUT FIRST COORDINATING WITH 
THE STATE OR COUNTY PARTIES? 
 
  6.   HOW SHOULD THE STATE, 
COUNTY, AND LOCAL PRECINCT EXPER-
TISE AND KNOWLEDGE BE MORE 
FULLY INTEGRATED INTO DNC PLAN-
NING?  
 
 7.  WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE THE DNC 
PROVIDE TRAINING PACKETS AND OTHER 
PARTY-BUILDING MATERIALS FOR 
COUNTY USE?  
 
 8.  WITH OR WITHOUT EXPECTATION OF 
AN ENDORSEMENT FOR ONE OF THE PO-
TENTIAL CANDIDATES FOR DNC CHAIR, 
DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE?  IF YOU ARE 
COMFORTABLE DOING SO, PLEASE STATE 
WHO THAT IS.  

  JCDCC SPECIAL MEETING 
      Thursday, January 13, 2005 
   OEA Offices, 2495 S. Pacific Hwy 
                   7:00-9:00 pm 
 
After contacting  DPO Vice Chair Meredith Wood  
Smith the newly formed Executive Committee of 
the JCDCC formulated survey questions (right 
column) to get a sense of how our members feel 
about the upcoming reorganization of the Democ-
ratic National  Committee. This important meeting 
is your chance to participate in the decision proc-
ess. The DPO delegates want to know what we 
think!  
To recap: While the race for the DNC Chair has  
captured all the headlines, it is important to re-
member that this is not really a popularity contest. 
It’s about how the DNC will work with the states 
and what  issues will drive our efforts in the next 
two years. To catch up with what is going on, read 
Kurt’s article on page 3 and check out of the web-
sites he’s flagged. 
Contact Chuck chuckkeil@opendoor.com to  
request another copy of his Dec. 21st email.  

PRECINCT ORGANIZATION 
MEETING  

Thursday, January 27, 2005  
JJ North’s Restaurant 

1016 N. Riverside Dr. Medford 
 6:30 - 8:30 pm. 

ATTN: Precinct Captains. In February the Pct. Org. 
meeting will be held in the Medford Library. If you 
have items for the agenda for this month, just con-
tact Christine Haynie  chaynie1@earthlink.net   
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 THE RACE FOR DNC PARTY CHAIR  
 by Kurt Staicoff   

  On February 12, Delegates of the Democrat Party will elect 
the next party chair to replace outgoing Chair Terry McAuliffe. 
Some contenders have risen and fallen already, and new ones 
keep declaring.  Expect the dynamics to continue to shift right 
up until  the twelvth, but at year’s end there seems to be a race 
between Dean, Roemer, Fowler and Rosenberg. 
   A few key topics are also generating much debate, such as 
changing the early primary states, the wisdom of going either 
more left or more center - and particularly strong - a discussion 
concerning the DNC’s distribution of the money to the states.  
There are many dissatisfied grassroots Dems out there after this 
last election, and lots of them are chiming in on this subject. 
   A major debate on abortion is ensuing between pro-choice 
Howard Dean and abortion foe Tim Roemer, who wants to 
bring anti abortion conservatives into the Democrat party tent.  
Dean, the former presidential candidate, is very popular, espe-
cially in the Pacific Northwest.  Roemer has a strong anti-
choice record, and has gone on record supporting privatization 
of Social Security. He also has many supporters, and appears a 
strong candidate. He is also running with the encouragement of 
the party's two highest-ranking members of Congress, House 
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi of San Francisco and incoming 
Senate Democratic leader Harry Reid of Nevada. If Roemer 
were to succeed Terry McAuliffe as Democratic chairman in 
the February vote, the party long viewed as the guardian of 
abortion rights would suddenly have two anti-abortion advo-
cates at its helm because Reid, too, opposes abortion and once 
voted for a nonbinding resolution opposing Roe vs. Wade, the 
1973 Supreme Court ruling that legalized abortion. 
   So, the race for Democratic Party chairman remains wide 
open between Dean, Roemer and several other contenders, in-
cluding longtime operative Harold M. Ickes, New Democrat 
Network head Simon Rosenberg and South Carolina political 
strategist Donald Fowler. Three of the candidates hail from 
Texas. The field of candidates is likely to remain in flux until 
days before the February vote. 
   Oregon will send five state delegates to vote on 2/12, and they 
are as follows: Jim Edmunson of Eugene, Meredith Wood 
Smith of Portland, Jenny Greenleaf of Portland, Gail Rasmus-
sen of Central Point and Wayne Kinney of LeGrande. I recently 
spoke with Jenny Greenleaf, who tells me that she and the oth-
ers have decided not to pre-endorse any candidate, and she says 
she is quite glad that the Jackson County Central Committee 
would be weighing in on this. The state delegates will soon be 
meeting with Gov. Kulongoski (another delegate), and she says 
the hope is that they will all reach a consensus. 

 Here are some other links you may find useful to 
read in deciding who you want as your next party 
chair: 
http://www.blueoregon.com/   A site for “Progressive 
Oregonians”. 
http://www.slate.com/Default.aspx?id=2110985  A 
very good analysis from Slate.com 
http://www.drafthoward.com/   Howard Dean’s Page 
http://www.changetheparty.com/   Donnie Fowler‘s 
site 
http://www.martinfrost.com/    Martin Frost for DNC 
Chair 
http://www.newdem.org/    Simon Rosenberg’s site 
Beth Malcolm of Texas is running also. Here’s a 
newspaper article about her run 
http://www.texarkanagazette.com/articles/2004/12/18
/local_news/news/news02.txt  
Here's a newspaper article from Denver Post about 
Wellington Webb 
http://www.denverpost.com/Stories/0,1413,36~33997
~2608416,00.html  
Read Howard Dean’s Dec.8 speech, “The Future of 
the Democratic Party”: 
http://www.democracyforamerica.com/  
This is a news piece from CNN.com about the lead-
ing candidates as of 12/11. 
http://www.cnn.com/2004/ALLPOLITICS/12/11/dnc
.leadership.ap/  
Read about Romer and the abortion battle within the 
DNC, from LA Times 
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-
na-abortion23dec23,0,2288324.story?coll=la-home-
headlines 

Read Jenny Greenleaf’s posted notes about hearing the Candidates in Orlando on Dec.11: 
http://www.reachm.com/amstreet/archives/2004/12/11/the-chair-revue/#more-2936 
 

 There is much spirited and intelligent debate concerning the future of the DNC and the Dem party itself on these websites, most 
of it contained on respected political “blogs” such as "The Daily Kos" http://www.dailykos.com/  and  "My DD" 
 http://www.mydd.com/ They are excellent sites worth perusing. 

 PEOPLE SAY NO  
TO THE BUSH AGENDA! 

Thursday, January 20, 2005        
Meet in Hawthorn Park, Medford at  11:00am 

& March to Vogel Plaza by 12 noon. Join 
the silent vigil with Women in Black to 
mourn our losses, followed by a rally  

celebrating a better future.  
Street theatre, music & speeches  

Citizens for Peace & Justice   773-1680 
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Chuck Keil comes to the position of newly elected chair of 
the Jackson County Democratic Central Committee with 
no pretensions of being a visionary political philosopher.  
“I’m a pragmatist, and a campaign-oriented guy,” he con-
fesses. “I’m not looking to redirect the party to the left or 
the right, up or down, but rather to help give us a more 
efficient and effective organization – one that can be of 
greater help to candidates and issue-oriented campaigns.  
I’ll leave the political philosophy to those at the higher pay 
scales.” 
   Such modesty aside, Keil appears a good fit for the job 
at hand.  He’s an adept, goal-oriented manager who knows 
how to turn dry facts and figures into the lifeblood of win-
ning campaigns. 
   Born and raised in suburban Pittsburgh, Keil completed 
undergraduate studies at Cornell University before enlist-
ing in the Navy in 1968.  His initial hitch developed into a 
20-year career.  “It was the Vietnam era, but fortunately I 
never went near the war and never fired a shot in anger,” 
he says.  “I thought about leaving several times, but each 
time they offered another 
perk, like the chance to go 
back to school for an ad-
vanced degree.” (Keil re-
ceived his MS in analytical 
chemistry from Purdue Uni-
versity.) 
  With most duty assign-
ments placing him in California, he was weaned from the 
delights of eastern winters and settled the Bay Area after 
mustering out in 1988. There he met Kate Jackson, they 
married, and the two soon established their own consulting 
firm specializing in environmental impact reports and haz-
ardous materials safety. Following the birth of their daugh-
ter Marie in 1992, the couple decided to seek out a more 
relaxed small town atmosphere.  Jackson has deep family 
roots in Oregon, and after investigating a number of possi-
bilities they settled in Ashland in 1994.  For the following 
eight years they were co-owners of a bed and breakfast, 
Anne Hathaway’s Cottage. 
   Largely aloof from partisan politics until his daughter 
entered kindergarten, Keil was gradually introduced to the 
process through his passionate commitment to public 
school funding.  “It all started when I was drafted by Amy 
Amrhein to raise money to support an art teacher at Lin-
coln Elementary,” he recalls. “That led to other school 
funding efforts, including the Ashland Youth Activities 
levy, and finally to the school board.”  Keil was elected to 
the Ashland school board in July of 2001 and, demonstrat-
ing a family proclivity for public service, Kate Jackson 
won a seat on the Ashland City Council in November of  
2002. 

  Keil soon found that his technical skills were a valuable 
asset to Democratic candidates and progressive causes.  
“My entrée into the political process was primarily 
through maintaining of databases and statistical analysis,” 
he says.  “I found it enjoyable, and discovered that some-
times you actually come up with good results – like get-
ting more money for schools and electing progressive can-
didates to the legislatures.” 
  Often working alongside Amrhein and former Ashland 
mayor Cathy Shaw, Keil contributed his skills to a number 
of campaigns, including Alan Bates 2000 and 2002 runs 
for the state House, two RCC bond campaigns, and the 
Yes on 30 campaign. In 2003, he was brought on board as 
a (minimally) paid consultant to modernize the database of 
the JCDCC.  At this point thoroughly enmeshed in the 
process, Keil’s commitment to the Party extended seam-
lessly into the 2004 campaign cycle.  Setting up shop in 
the downtown Medford office, he worked the numbers 
while serving increasingly as a de facto liaison with vari-
ous campaigns. “I was in the office nearly every day, so it 

just gradually broadened out 
from data management and 
GOTV issues to other day-to-
day support functions,” he 
notes.  
  Keil says he harbored no 
strong interest in seeking the 
position of county chairperson, 

but as a “true blue Democrat” he was willing to do what-
ever he could to help party efforts.  In his new role, he em-
phasizes the importance of effective organization and 
smooth teamwork.   
  “First, we know the structure and the bylaws need some 
work to allow more flexible management of the organiza-
tion,” he says.  “Beyond that, we will work on fundraising 
and party growth.  One thing I would like us to do, as De-
mocrats, is to go out and talk to the voters, and start by 
listening.  Instead of telling them what the issues are, we 
ask them what they think are the issues of 2005 and be-
yond.” 
  Although admitting disappointment in the presidential 
outcome and some county races, Keil sees hope for a turn-
around in both the Oregon statewide results and in Dr. 
Bates’ elevation to the state senate.  The trends, he notes, 
were both encouraging and sobering.  “We did a tremen-
dous job of energizing the party base and getting out the 
vote.  We did a phenomenal job on turnout, and we turned 
out our votes early.  In fact, we had the machinery in place 
to turn out 5000 more, but they weren’t there.  We simply 
ran out of voters.  That means we need to start now, build-
ing and expanding the Democratic base for 2006.” ▲ 

PROFILE - MEET CHUCK KEIL 
by PR Committee Chair Bruce Borgerson  

“One thing I would like us to do, as De-
mocrats, is to go out and talk to the voters, 
and start by listening.  Instead of telling 
them what the issues are, we ask them 
what they think are the issues of 2005...” 
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 A Conversation with Sharon Marler 
Nancy Golden talks with Sharon Marler, her Precinct Captain. They both live in Ashland’s Precinct 4.  

She says she’s “dogged” and always 
“wants a solution.” 
   Sharon Marler will need a healthy 
dose of both traits for her work with 
the brand new team of Second Con-
gressional District Delegates which 
has been elected to serve this huge dis-
trict that stretches south to north the 
full length of Eastern Oregon.  Fellow 
delegates are Debra Herzog, Frank 
Hieber, Bill Layton, and John McGol-
gan.  Together they will try to activate 
the party by organizing precincts and 
acting as mentors to as many Democ-
rats as they can find. 
   “I’m kind of intrigued,” says Sharon. 
“I just have the sense that rural and 
urban people share a whole lot of val-
ues that have never been explored.”  
She hopes to do a lot of listening in the field so “we can create a message that tracks into the idea that we’re all 
in this together. Rural people believe in helping their neighbors, and Democrats have always stood for that.” 
   “Democrats need to be entirely different from Republicans,” she says.  “We tend to fight back, when we 
should be making positive stands.”  As an example, she hopes that Democrats will start talking about the envi-
ronment because rural people who love to hunt and fish know that native habitats need to be preserved.  
Sharon became a Democrat when she was eighteen.  Her father was a dyed-in-the-wool Republican with such 
rigid views that all seven of his children jumped to the other side of the fence.  She credits her Methodist col-
lege in Minnesota for nurturing “incredible tolerance” for all kinds of ideas with its open philosophical ap-
proach to every subject.  She has had three distinct careers since then.  She taught high school English until she 
met and married Bud.  When their three children came along, she developed an interior design business which 
met her need for flexibility.  Eventually there was time to go back to school for the degree that led to her 
third—but first love—career as a speech pathologist. 
   When she became involved in politics twenty years ago to work on the local campaigns of Nancy Peterson, 
Judy Uherbelau, Kip Lombard, and Carole Wheeldon, she found that party politics had “a more rigid ideol-
ogy” than she was willing to accept.  Now, however, the Bush administration’s “lurch to the right” has “made 
it imperative to work with the organizational strength and ideals of the Democratic party.” 
   A year and a half ago she found herself agreeing to captain Ashland’s Precinct 4.  At the height of the presi-
dential campaign she had activated about 45 working volunteers, most of whom are still active.  Carole Wheel-
don helped her find some of them and she found others at the Moveon.org meeting and showings of Fahren-
heit 911. 
   Sharon and Bud continue to host semi-social, semi-political precinct meetings at their home.  “You have to 
get people together,” she says, so talk can flow and ideas can grow.  She especially wants to reach people in 
the age groups 25-45 and over 65.  She feels precinct workers need better training and hopes to find a way for 
volunteers to get to know the people in their neighborhoods on a personal basis, to listen, to hear their con-
cerns.  ▲ 
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N O T I C E 
You can receive this monthly newsletter free by e-mail if 
your computer has Acrobat Reader installed.  A paper 
copy mailed to your address costs $12.00 per year.  The 
newsletter is done by volunteers.  The subscription fee 
only covers printing and mailing expenses.  It does not 
serve as a fundraiser for the party.  Send subscription 
requests with your check to Jackson County           
Democrats,  PO BOX 4474,  Medford OR 97501.   To 
get on the e-mail list, send a request to Bill Layton, 
JCDCC Chair, at gbl@jeffnet.org. 
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