A RESOLUTION OF THE JACKSON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY
Resolution 2026-03
Urging a Moratorium on Further Licensing of Data Centers.

Whereas, data centers play a critical role in our coliective economy, our individual lives, and our
national security, it is important to recognize and address the many proklems they confer on
tocal communities; and

Whereas, “Once considered largely invisible infrastructure, [data centers] are now consuming
extraordinary amounts of electricity, water and land at 2 pace that energy experts,
environmental advocates and local residents say is becoming increasingly unsustainable”
{Parnas 2026); and

Whereas, “Data centers have a thirst for water, and their rapid expansion threatens freshwater
supplies.” (Yafiez-Barnuevo 2025); and

Whereas, immense water consumption for cooling comprises a huge requirement for many
data centers threatening local water supplies for domestic and agricultural use. {e.g., Carison
2026; Hegde 2026); and

Whereas, “Energy...is proving to be the main constraint on Al growth.” (Foyer 2026}; and

Whereas, while a single modern Al data center can consume as much electricity as 100,000
homes, some data center campuses now being planned are expected to require as much as 20
times that amount. (Parnas 2026); and

Whereas, the energy consumption increase of data centers represents 12% per year and is
expected to increase over 500% bhetween 2024 and 2030. (IEA 2024); and

Whereas, data centers consume vast acreages of land otherwise suitable for agriculture or
housing (e.g., Gorey 2025); and

Whereas, large-scale data center programs are absorbing and reducing availability of resources
for new development, including industrial sectors and office, retail and multifamily housing
projects {Faraudo, 2026); and

Whereas, data center construction may cause a short-term increase in local jobs, over the long
term, even a $10 billion data center only employs some 300 individuals while a manufacturing
investment of that amount would employ thousands (Staley 2026); and

Whereas, among other consequences, data centers are causing utility bills of local residents to
rise substantially (Greenfield N, 2026); and

Whereas, Oregon already has 142 data centers in operation or planned making the state ninth
in the nation of states in terms of numbers with 67% of planned data facilities located in rural
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areas (Seets & Radde 2026). Meanwhile the region’s grid is already nearing capacity in terms of
ahility to provide electricity. (Samayoa 2026); and

Whereas, communities, notably in Eastern Oregon, are encouraging construction of vast data
centers in the state and thus may exacerbate many of the above problems (e.g., Sierra 2025;
Rogaway 2026); and

Whereas, “"Currently, 38 states offer dedicated tax incentives for data centers, ranging from
sales and use tax exemptions for computers and electricity to property tax abatements.” (NCSL
2026); and

Whereas, for socially responsible enterprises interested in developing data centers while
maintaining a sustainable business model, alternative energy solutions are available (e.g., Belov
2026; Grow Progress 2026); and

Whereas, “Oregon is one of the nation’s top destinations for data centers, attracted by the
state’s cheap power and favorable climate. Despite the state being an ideal location for data
centers, Oregon and communities like Hillsboro in Washington County have been deling out
massive tax subsidies to the corporate owners of data centers.” {OCPP 2026); and

Whereas, the state budget indicates Oregon is in a tight financial condition {Baumhardt 2025)
and thus can ill afford to provide taxpayer incentives for data center construction.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE JACKSON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

The Jackson County Democratic Party urges the state of Oregon place a moratorium on the
issuance of permits for additional Data Centers until the problems associated with their vast
energy, water, and land use, plus the treasury threat posed by tax incentives awarded their
owners/developers are completely remedied in Oregon.
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